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IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS in PRINTING. 
[From the Literary Panorama for January, 1815.] 


OR some weeks the ‘“‘ Times” newspaper has been printed 
by machinery ; that is to say, the forms, or pages, being 
composed and made up, in the usual manner, have been 
worked off by means of machinery, moved by a steam engine, 
instead of being printed at the common press. The paper, 
since this change in the mode of working, has not only been 
as well printed, but much better than before. The number 
that can be worked in one hour is stated at 1100. 

It issomewhat remarkable, that while this invention, which has 
taken a long time to perfect it, has been in progress, another, for 
the same object, was also carrying on by Mr. Bacon, of Nore 
wich, and Mr. Donkin, (engineer,) of Bermondsey, which wasset 
to work within a day after the former. Mr. Bacon las published 
@ prospectus of the latter machine, to which is added the tol- 
lowing notice : Since this prospectus was prinied, the ma- 
chine has been set to work on a 'rench Testament in this city, 
for the British aud Foreign Bible Society. It is worked by one 
man and two boys ; and, we may venture to affirm, that, in the 
ordinary manner in which the London newspapers are printed, 
many more copics than the pimber stated by the Times could 
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be taken off with the gréatést-ease. ‘Di.’ Milne?, the master 
of Queen’s College, Mr, Wood, president of St, John’s, and 
Mr. Kaye, since thaster) of Christ’s, as a deputation from the 
syndies of fhe’ press ‘at Cambridge, Taye also inspected :the 
machine, and have manifested, by their readiness to contract 
with the patentees for its introduction at the university, all 
the zeal which might’ be expected’ in that body for the cause of 
literature and of the art. These are the earliest patrons of the 
machine.” 
We cannot, in few words, convey to our readers a full de 
sctiption of either of these machines, and must, therefore, con 
tent ourselves with briefly stating their general principles. In, 
that of the Times, the forms are hid upon a travelling carriage; 
af in the omnion press, but uaving a range of such length that 
the form, by passing ander a system of rollers, receives a charge 
of ink, and still going on, receives {som another roller the sheet 
pressed down upon it, by passing under the roiler: when 
through, the sheet is tuken off; the form receivesanother charge 
of ink froia rollers, and, on its reiurn, presents another sheet, 
whicii hes, in the interim, been placed on the paper roller— 
aud so alternately, in going and returning, a sheet is printed, 
Jo Messrs. Bacon and Donkin’s machine, there is no recipros 
eating motion. The types are placed on a prism of as many 
sides as the natare of the form requires. This prism occupies 
the centse of an upright frame, like the rollers in a copper- 
plate-press; below this isa kind of compound fuced roller; 
suited to the form of the prism : between these, the’ sheets te 
be printed (aitached to the face of a piece of cloth) are passed in 
succession ; and, in the mewn time, the revolution of the type 
prism brings Hs different poruons in succession under a system! 
of inking-rollers placed over it, by which it reccives charges of 
ink, to be delivered to the shects as they pass in succession be 
twegn the Jower rollers, 22 Ht 
The piess of Tie Times has cost the proprictors upwards ofit 
cigit thousand. pounds—a sam, however, which will be speedil¢® 
refunded by the savings that will arise from the inventiou, .adiite 
allows the digeharge of pressmen og that establishment whiose 
wages,amounted to 251..a week ; andthe number of composix 
tors will be-also much reduced, by its obviating the necessity for’ 
a duplicate of the typesof the inner forin, which the moreres 
spectndle daily pyinis have of late years iound necessary. Lt was 
statedin Lhe Timesabovea fortnight ago that:bcapparatas aaleee 
plied copies at the rate of L100 per hour: it will produce thea 
pow with much greater speed, aud with astouishing cldarnessand © 
beauty. Lhe. invention is protected by a patent ; but itself is 
its best protector ‘The spparatus requires a grest space, and 
is very Complicated; :be plan of ihe ok! printing-press is scarcely 
broaght to unind by that of the wew one: the catriage und soin e+ 
¢ thing 
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; ‘ } welt’) Say th ‘ 
thifig like its ribs are the only parts that, have any likeness to 
Cukién’s dr Sihahope’s machinery, The ink is,communicajed 
id’ the"types by several rollers, under which the form passes ia 
its‘ progress towaids a cy}ioder of a bovt three feet diameter,, 
on which the sheets Of paper are successively laid: so that oug 
Brotlier printers (for whose ‘gmusemeut chiefly we siate thus 
much) will see that somethiig of the principle of the capper-, 
plate-press is in this new apparacus extended to the letter-press. 
The ink is distributed on the rollers with so. much accuracy, 
that the terms “ monks” and “ friars” will in. a few years be 
io wore known in printing, than are at present in this king- 
dom’ those ghostly personages. Some .inconvenience: from 
nicks” remains to be prevented. Confident expectations are 
entertained that the apparatus will be in a short time so simpli- 
fied, as to. bring the expence of it within the weauss of all 
respectable printers. ' 


As this invention has raised great expectations, we insert ex- 
tracts from a fetter published by Mr. Koenig, on this subject ; it 
shews also, the state of the continent, aud suggests one canse of 
British superiority, in whatever operations depend ‘on ingenuity 
and indostry. ! 


‘< The first idea relating to this invention occurred tome eleven 
years ago, and the first experiments were made soon after in 
Saxony. Myoriginal plan was confined to an improved press, 
in which the operation of laying the ink on the types was to 
be performed by un apparatus connected with the motion of 
the coffin, in such a manner that one hand could be saved. As 
nothing could be gained in expedition by this plan, the ideasoon 
suggested itself to move this press by nmiachinery, or to reduce 
the several operations to one rotatory motion, to which any 
first. mover might be applied. ts execution was not completed 
when I found myselt under the necessity of seeking assistance 
for the further prosecution of it. 

* There is on the continent no sort of encouragement for an 
enterprise of this description. The system of patents, as it 
exists in England, being either unknown, or not adopted in the 
continental states, there is no inducement for individual enter- 
prise, tind projectors are commonly obliged to offer their dise 
covelies to some government, and to solicit encouragement. [ 
need hardly add, that scarcely ever is an invention brought to 
maturity under such circumstances. The well-known fact, that 
almost every invention seeks, as it were, refuge in Eagland, and 
is there brought to perfection, where the government does not 
afford any other protection to inventors than what is derived 
frow the wisdom of the laws, seems to indicate that the conti- 
nent has yet to learn from her the best manner of encouraging 
h 2 the 
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the mechanical arts. I had my full share ia the ordinary disa 
ence, of continental projectors ; and) afler having lostig 

Jermany and Russia upwards of two years in fruitless applicy 
tions, I arrived ubout eight years ago in England, where I wij 
introduced to and soon joined by Mr. Thomas ‘Bensley, 4 
ieenes so well known to the literary world, that the mention of 
is name is sufficient. , 

“ The execution of the plan was begun, and as the experiments 
became very expensive, two other gentlemen,’ Mr. George 

Woodfall, and Mr. Richard Taylor, eminent printers in London, 
joined us. 

“«* After many obstructions and delays, the first printing machiue 
was completed exactly on the plan whith I have desciibed ih 
the specification of my first patent, dated March 29,.1810. tt 
was set to work in April, 1811. The sheet (41) of the new 
Annual Register for 1810, “ Principal Occurrences,”. $000 
copies, was printed with it, and is, [ have ‘no doubt}, the, first 
part of a book ever printed with a machine. 

“ The actual use of it, however, soon suggested new ideas, and | 
led to the rendering it less complicated and more powerful, | 
Impressions producc d by means of cylinders, which bad Jike 
wise been already attempted by others without the desired ef 
fect, were aguin tried by me upon a new plan, namely, to place 
the sheet round thie cylinder, thereby making it, as it were, part t 
of its periphety. After some promising experiments, the plan} y 
for a new machine on this principle was made, and: a manufac: § 
tory established ‘for the purpose. Since this time! have had the 
benefit of my friend Mrv Bauer’s assistance, who, by the judg fj 
meat and precision with which he executed my plans, has ‘ 
greatly contributed to their success. The new machine was com fy 
pleied in December, 1812, after great difficulties attending the t 
eylindical impression. ‘Sheets G and X of Clarkson’s:Lile 
of Penn, Vol. 1, are the first printed with an entirely cyl 
drical press: The papers of the ' Protestant Union were also 
printed with it in February and March, 1813. Sheet M of A‘ 
ton’s Hortus KeWwensis, Vol. 5, will shew the progress of im- 
provement in the ase of this machine. All together there are 
abotit 160,000 sheets now in the hands of the public, printed | 
witly this machine, which, with the aid of two hands, takes off 
800 in the ‘hour.’ [tis accutately described in the specifica 
tions of my two patents, dated October 30, 1812, and July 23, 
1813. . 

« The machines now printing The Times and Evening Mai, 
are‘on the same principle as that just mentioned ; but they | 
haye been contrived for the particular purpose of a news 
paper of extensive circulation, where expedition is the great) 
object. 
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se Thedinshintroduction of thejayention was, considered by 
some.asin dificult and. even hiazardqus step, The proytieior 
of The: Fines baging. made that his task, the. public are aware 
ihathtisin-guod. hands. 
f i, H a ’ “ec ER. KOENIG,” 


The following is from a Plymouth paper : 
NEW PRINTING MACHINE, 


Without aiming to detract, in the slightest degree, from the 
merit of thosé: who have lately brought forwar’é this adm ible 
fnventionin London and ai Norwich, it being very possible that 
two’ or more persons may uucousciously devise a sintilar plan, 
we feel it due to the town of Plymouth, to state, that one of its 
patives, @ gentleman of considerable scyeiitific attainments, 
discovered amachine of the same kind abont ten years since, 
which has been, and still is, used by a fradesinan in the town 
for printiug his bills. Fifteen huadred of these are worked 
off with ease in an hour; and the machine requires nothing more 
than the application of greater powcis, to cllect all performed 
by the iavention before alluded to, 

We happen to kaow, that two inventions, or machines to 
the same purpose, were used many years ago in printing oma 
mental paper for furniiuce: one of them was estabished at 
Manebester—the eiher in London. They did good work, bat 
were not arrived to thet extent of application as to r quire the 
jmpalse of the steam-engine. Vie have even ske:clics in our 
possession deduced froin observations maJe at that tine. Fis 
understood that the steaw-eugine employed by tie Tiines is exe 
tremely noisy, and sakes che neighbourhood greatly: bat these 
consequences are by HO Meus Necessa. y. 


es me) | eae: — -_— om 


A TRADIT/ONAL NARRATIFE. 
TO THE EDITOR, 


IR, 


f le WELLING Lately throueh the Isle of Man, L visited 
che venerablé* Ubey of St. Mary, of Rushen, near Balasalla, 
and was thade sc quinied with a piece of moagasiic history 
thai may persaps emuse your reade’s. [shall pretace ic howe 
ever with a slight histerical introduction, 

‘Lhis 
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the mechanical arts. I had my full share ia the ordinary’ disa 
sey yin of continentaP projectors ; and) afler having lostig 
Jefmany and Russia ipwardas of two years in fruitless applics 
tions, I arrived about eight years ago in England, where I wai 
introduced to and soon joined by ‘Mr. Thomas ‘Bensley, 4 
bgt so well known to the literary world, that the mention of 
lis name is sufticient. 
“ The execution of the plan was begun, and as the experiments 
became very expensive, two other gentlemen,’ Mr. George 
Woodfall, and Mr. Richard Taylor, eminent pridters in London, 
joined us. ; 
“* After many obstructions and delays, the first printing machine 

was completed exacily on the plan whith I have desciibed.ih 


the specification of my first patent, dated March 29,.1810. tt” 


was set to workin April, 1811. The sheet (#1) of the new 


Annual Register for 1810, = Principal Occurrences,” $000 § 
copies, was printed with it, and is, [ have ‘no doubt}, the, first | 


part of a book ever printed with a machine. 

« The actual use of it, however, soon suggested new ideas, and 
led to the rendering it less complicated and more powerful, 
Impressions produced by means of cylinders, which bad ike 
wise been already attempted by others without the desired ef 
fect, were aguin tried by me upon a new plan, namely, to place 
the sheet round the cylinder, thereby making it, as it were, part 
of its periphety. After some promising experiments, the plan 
for a new machine on this principle was made, and: a manufac- 
tory established for the purpose. Since this time] have bad the 
benefit of my friend Mrv Bauer's assistance, who, by the judg: 
ment and precision with which he executed my plans, has 
greatly contributed to their success. The new machine was com 
pleied in December, 1812, after great difficulties attending she 
eylindical impression. ‘Sheets G and X of Clarkson’s Life 
of Penn, Vol. 1, are the first printed with an entirely cylin 
drical press: The papers of the ' Protestant Union were also 
printed with it in Pebrnary and March, 1818S. Sheet M of A 
ton’s Hortus Kewensis, Vol. 5, will shew the progress of im- 
provement in the ase of this machine. All together there are 
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abbiit 160,000 sheets now in the hands of the public, printed | 
with this machine, whichi, with the aid of two bands, takes off 7 
800 in the ‘hour,’ [tis accufately described in the specifica 
tions of my two patents, dated October 30, 1812, and July 23, 
1813. 

* The machines now printing The Times and Ev« niog Mau, 
are’on the sume principle as that just mentioned ; but they | 
haye been contrived for the particular purpose of a news 
paper of extensive circulation, where expedition is the great 
gvyect, 
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se Thedieshintrodaction of thejayention was, considered by 
some asia dificult. and. even hazardgus step, The provtieor 
of The: Finies. baying sade that jis task, the public are aware 
jhathtis ine guod. hands. 
2S e t wis , “ ER. KOENIG.” 


The following is from a Plymouth paper : 
NEW PRINTING MACHINE, 


Without aiming to detract,in the slightest degree, from the 
merit of thosé: who have lately brought forwar! this admirable 
fnventionin Londou aad ai Norwich, it being very possible that 
two’ or more persons may unconsciously devise a similar plan, 
we feeb it due to the town of Piymouth, to state, that one of its 
patives, @ gentleman .of considerable scyeiitific attainments, 
discovered amachine of the same kind abont ten year's since, 
which has been, and still is, used by a fracdesinan in the town 
for printiug his bills. Fifteen huadred of these are worked 
off with ease in an hour ; and the machine requires nothing more 
than the application of greater powers, to cilect all performed 
by the ivention before alluded to, 

We happen to kaow, ihat two inventions, or machines to 
the same purpose, were used many years ago in printing oma 
mental paper for furniiure: one of them was established at 
Manebester—the oiher in London. They did good work, bat 
were not arrived to thut extent o! application as to require the 
jmpalse of the steam-engine. Woe lave even skeiclics i our 
possession deduced froin observations mate at hat tine. [fis 
understood that the steaw-engine employed by uie Tiines is exe 
tremely noisy, and shakes the ueinibourhood greatly: bat these 
conseq"iences are by 0O Meus Necessa. y. 
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A TRADIT/ONAL NARRATIFE. 


VO THE EDITOR, 


IR, 
p ps L\VELLING litely throueh the Isle of Man, U visited 
? “Me el aa hs 

che venerable -ubey of St. Wary, of Rusheo, aear Ballasalla, 

and was made acquinied wrth a ptece of moagasiic history 


thai May peroaps auuse your reade’s. I shall pretace ic hows 
ever with a slight historical introduction. 
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{ wd haishavla oye" soy oat al 
"This abbey. was’ founded. in, dhe year 1698, by one: Sifae 
Manis, @ person whose, wisdom. aud, virtue raised, bias fb 
thé Univel sal consent of the, peaple, ta,the diadem of the iglesy 
from founding this monsstery, it may be presamedthat his piery, 
was not inferior to his.other virtues. This. religious establish. 
went consisted of an. phbot dod _ twelve mooks;': who at 
first lived by. their, manval labour, and’ denied - themselves, 
thie indulgence of wearing shoes, furs, and linen, or. of eatitig: 
fiesh, except on journeys. Bat this apostolical mode of 
living did not long continue. Their primitive humility, 
labour, and self-denial, soon yielded to monastic pride, lexury,: 


and indolence. ‘Their revenue was increased by a third afi) 
the tithes of the whole kingdom of Man. . Magnificent. buildyi) 
ings were added to the original edifice. Their roome became) 
more sumptuous ; their habits more commodious ; and their 


table far more luxurious, Their orchards, which from sitnation 


were fincly sheltered, became more spacious and abundant}: 


while their extensive lands, from cultivation, grew every 
day of greater value. Their temporal dignity was also in- 
creased. The abbot becamea baron of the island; was in- 
vested with power to hold temporal courts in his own name} 
and could exempt bis own tenant, although a criminal, fro 


the sentence of the lord’s court, and try him by a jury of his. 


own vassals, 
However highly we may condemn that plenitude of power 


with which the dignitaries of the church were formerly en-° 


trusted ; however justly we may accuse them of ambition, in- 


dolence, and sensuality, let us not obliterate their virtues by@, 


remembrance of their crimes ; but recollect, that from the bar- 
barity of Goths and Vandals, science with her beanteous train, 
sought an asylum amid monastical gloom and superstition ; 
from whence she afterwards burst on an admiring world, in all 
her light and beauty. Nof were those institutions unfavoura- 
ble to humanity, considering the ferocity of the ages to 


which we now allude. The stranger frequently blessed the hos- | 


pitality, and the poor the bounty, of the monks ; while the sick 
were visited, and “ the oil of gladness” poured into the wounds 
of the afflicted. 


The monks of Rushen Abbey were of the Cistercian, 7 


order ; and were not inferior to their brethren in hospitality 
aud beneficence : for, according to an ancient writer, “ they 
were accounted the aimoners of the poor.” The election of 
their abbot was generally sanctioned by the approbation of 
the abbot of Furvess : to whom not only the monastery, but 
peihaps even the bishopric of the island was in some degree 
subject. 

Many of the kings of the isle being interred in this abbey, 
it was not only liberally endowed, but richly decorated. 
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In the year 1316, it was, however, plundered by, Richard 


da Mandeville ; Who, with a‘nudierods train of Irish, landed: 


aq Rawndsway -on° ‘Ascension-day, defeated ‘the ‘monks, and, 


ravaged their Country > however, after a month's residence, be, 


reembatked witl! his fieople for Tréfand."* 


’ 4 


Rilshew Abbey, witli the adjoining lands, is now the pros, 


tyéft the deemster. “Every vestige of its interior magnifi- 
cence has disappeared ; ‘but the fuins'of this vencrable monastery 
still'retain av aif-of gloomy grahdetir. 


‘Theabbey-bridgeis situated in a »eimantic spot, and by the 


munks'isesieemed of great antiquity.’ Near the monastery, 


is. shewn a tomb-stone of one of the abbots, which is_ dis- 

tinguished by the pastoral staff and a broad ‘sword ; denoting 
| hethatiad well temporal-as'spiritual authority. There is, how- 
every no date‘or inscription now visible. 


~~ 


The, following is the monastic tradition to which [ have 
alluded ; 


“ Ta the thirteenth century,lver,a young and gallant knight, 
was enamoured of the beauteous Matilda. Her birth and 
fortune were inferior; but his generous mind disdained 
such distinctions. He loved, and was most ardently beloved, 
The,synction of the king was alone wanting to consuminate 
their happiness. To obtain this, Iver, in obedience +o the 
custom of the island, presented his bride to Reginald, a 
gay.and amorous prince; who, struck with the beauty 
and innocence of Matilda, heightened by an air of modesty, 
immediately, for some pretended crimes, banished Iver from 
his presence, and by violence detained the virgin, Grief 
and -indignation alternately swelled her bosom, ‘till from 
thé excess of anguish she sunk into a state of insensibility. 
Oda@wakening, her virtue was insulted by the approaches of 
the tyrant.. She was, however, deaf to his insinuations, and 
only suuled at his menaces. Irritated at ber contempt, and 


RD 


flattering bimself that severity would subdue her trath and 


chasiity, he imprisoned ber in the most solitary apartment of 
the custle; where, for some months, she passed the tedious 
phight and day in teats ; far more solicitous for the fate of Lver, 
; than affected by, her own misfortaues. 

“lathe mean time, lver, failing in his attempt to revenge 
> his injugies, assumed the monastic habit, and retired into 

Kushen Abbey. Here he dedicated his life to piety ; but 
this heart was still devoted to Matilda. For her he sighed ; 
pior her he. wept; and to indulge his sorrews without re- 
estrint, would frequently withdraw into the gloomiest soli- 
ftudes. ~ In one of those solitary rambles he discovered a 
esrotio, which had been Jong unfrequemted, The gloom: and 
fd 7 y silence 
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c& Of this revirement’ arresponding: with the anguish 
ee ing, hé sauntéred of Wards withou® reftecring where she 
sibterr icons peth might ‘conduct him. © His atign 
Was potirira Tn’ (he graces OF Nfutilde, white bis heart was 
bleeciag for ‘er suderings. From this reverie of woe. 
was, liowever, soon awoke by the shriek of a female. Ad 
iCaths agerly, he fleard in a voiee nearly exhausted~ 
« Mother 3od ! save Matilda !” while through a chink inthe 
barvier while! b now separated’ them, he saw the virgin wih - 
dishevelled hair and throbbing bosom, about to be sacrifice 
to the lust and violence of Regine. Rage and madoey 
gave new energy to Iver, who, forcing a passage through | 
ine barries, reshed upon the tyrant, and, seizing his sword | 
which lay careiessly ou the table, plunged it into its apasteriy 
boson. phsciad 

** ‘Pe tyran’ died; and the lovers through this subtertage 
ous communica ion escaped to the sea-side, where theydon 
tuvaicly met with a boat, which conveyed them to Jreland; 
and in this kingdom the remainder of their years was. de 
voted to Wie most exquisite of all haman felicities, the ragstums 
of a venerous love, heightened by mutual admiration andigrms 
tude,” 





This is the subsiance of the tradision ; but according 
some of the monks’ records, Reginald was. slain by, 
noi in the castle of Rushen, but in a neighbouring 4nea 
This variation of the scene, however, does not materially alles 
the credit of the tradition; as monkish bistoriaus A 
Reginald’s death, not so much to Iver’s ambition, as to dys re 
venge of private oan rs 
remain, Sir, &e. — 
VIATOR. 


Newry, November 2, 1814. 
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ROYAL COURT OF PARES, 
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CHARGE OF PALPICIDE. 
,3f , _ ct : . — , =A - © on 
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~» Thiserime; at which pature shudders ; this crime, which 
the leg of Athens. believed to be impossible, and 
saet which he imatitoted ne law ; this crime rests on the 
head ofa young girl, who has not yet attained her eighteenth 
year. 
a Cecelia Emilia Parrain lost her father at an early age; stie 
was-leffto the protection of her mother, whose conduct is 
exempt from every kind of reproach, and who keeps on the 
Place del’ Abbaye, Faubourg Saint-Germain, a shop for selling 
tin-portery. Emilia through the day worked at her needie : 
the persons by whom she was employed; her relations, the 
neighborrs and the friends of her motler, had reirarked 
in the character of this young person, an extraordinary 
vhange, the cause of which was attribuied by some tothe 
sinall-pox, by which she had been attacked about three months 
before the event, which gave rise to the capital eharge insti- 
tuted against her. 

Bailie, who was until then of a mild and gay disposition, 
beeame melancholy and morose; she answered only by 
gilence or vague excuses to the reproaches she received on 
accoant of a melaneiioly so little suited to her years.” This 
attibilary humour finally produced a disgust and weariness 
of life ; all mature was pictared in her imagination in the 
nidst'sombre colours ; every thing presented to her an odious 
aspect, and she conceived the most violent antipathy for the 
very being whe had until that time been the object of her 
tenderest regerd. This sentiment became manifest by a crime 
the most horrrbie. 

On the 28th of last September, at half-past seven in the 
evening, Emilia, who it is supposed had returned from her 
work, softly entered the shop of her mother, who was atten- 
tively reading a romance, seized a knife, and approaching 
towards her, raised the hand of a parricide: the mother, 
warned by the rustling of her daughter’s dress, and by the 
shudow of her arm, which was reflected on the wall, suddenly 
tarned, and uttered a shriek of terror ; Emilia threw down the 
faial knife, and fled with the rapidity of lightning. 

She entered the house of the turnkey of the prison de 
PAbbaye; ber uncertain and rapid step, her rolling eyes 
and air of wildness, accompanicd by all the signs of furi- 
ous madness, could not fail to excite surprise and ter- 
ror. She was questioned, but auswered only by broken sen- 
tenees, “ Leave me, | have just stabbed my mother. I 
bave failed, but [ will not fail another time. I wish to die— 
by the hands of justice. Ail shall be confessed. I shall be 


‘forgotien.” 


Useless efforts were used to bring her to reason. She 
was asked whether she intended to renew her attempt on 
Vol. 55. the 
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the first favonrable apportunity.?. She ,sometimes said. yes, and’ 
sqmetimes no, The wife of the..turokey of the Abbaye per 
ceiving that Emilia placed her hand upon ber ley, approached 
her, and beheld stains of blood; the, unfortunate girl had 
wounded herself with the murderous instrument which. she 
had congeated i& one of her stockings. Her face, was bathed, 
in-atorrent, of tears. Her mother arrived, but she turped 
her head from her, and uttered the most frightful, shrieks 
Being finally conducted before the commissary of police, she 
declared that, she bad, coneeived and meditated, daring two 
days, the horrible design of killing her mother. In, vain she 
sought to repel this execrable idea, in vain, the very day of her 


Monstrous attempt had she taken a long walk, in order to § 


divert or deceive the ferocious passion for the crime. The 
ascendancy of the idea of the crime conWwuned mo3i_ powerful, 
She concluded by wishing fer death, which she said, was her 
only bope and desire. 

it. will be readily imagiaed that the proceedings on .such 
a ¢ase atiracted a-cousiderable number of auditors. — Eyery 
ane presen, after the secital.of the facts, had created ag 
hndaginary portrait Gf the parricide ; but few doubiless had 
crawp ao exact,one, Can it be supposed that a young 
girl, yet possessing the features, of. childuooed, was arraigned 
beiore the terrible uibunal, and bending under. the weight 
of so, frighttul. an, accusation. A. figure below the middle 
size, a dchcate fiame,a countenance in which mildness and 
vivacity are united, eyes expressive of innocence and can. 
dour, a modest deporiment, and a melodious voice—such 
is a faithful portrait ef her who is accused of a crime, the 
very idea of which egciies horros in the most abandoned of 
wreiches. 

She confessed her-crime, her premeditated crime. Whe 
can turo aside. the hand of death which hangs over-head? 
Pity ? No, justice jis, inflexible ; nature and society demand 
vengeance. Shall there be opposed to so many proafs, a Cer 
IS, WHO UNGUCstiONany CHOY 
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there existsin her “ a subversion of the moraland intellectual 


‘faculiies, which is mauifested by-a moresity unnatural at her 


age, by a cisgust for life, and a constant antipaihy towards. her J 


mother.” 
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lhe president then asked the prisoner the following ques 
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Where have you been: educated ? At the ‘Convent des Duties 
de la Misericorde ; I entered it at thirteen, and left, it at tifteett. 
What wete you taught? To read and write, needle-work, and 
the principles of religion. ; 

Where have you worked since? I have served Mesdames 
Lefevre and M artin. 

On the day of the event, which is the cause’ of this trial, 
Madame Martin asked you the reason of your sailness? 
Yes, Sir, and [ answered that | attended to my: business 
and not to trifes. You went from that lady’s house sooner 
than. usual, and entered the shop of Noe, cutler, Sainte 
Marguerite-sireet ; you there asked for a large table kuife, 
which you found too dear for you, and out of several others, 
you chose this? Yes, Sir. 

What did you want with it? [t was to kill my mother (said 
she, with the greatest composure). 

Did you not hide it first in your bosom and afterwards in 

your stocking ? Yes, Sir. 
*. When you advanced to commit the rash act, your mother 
turned and gave a Joud scream? No, Sir, that is not the 
fact, (here the prisoner sighed deeply, and shed many tears ;) 
my mother only saw me when [ was running away and throwing 
down the knife. 

Providence has sayed your mother, and perhaps her daugh- 
ter. Youentered the prison of PAbbaye, with a wild and 
distracted look, stamping the ground in a fit of oaduess, 
and crying “ I wished to assassinate my mother; 1 have 
failed—but I will not fail another time!” [I might havg said so, 
but I do not remember it. Imight have said so, for [had not 
my judgment about me. 

What had your moiher done to you ? She treated me with 
a coldness which resembled hatred. 

- Had she not forbidden you to visit certain houses ?— 
Yes, Sir, it was the house of M. Warmée, turnkey to the 
prison. 

Had you not a desire to go to that house? No, Sir. 

‘lt is very apparent that you had long since formed the de- 
sign of assassinating your mother. What then withheld your 
arm / Filial love. 

Say rather providence, and bless it—it was not filial love. 
(With the strongest expression,) yes, Sir, yes: it awakened 
then very suddenly. Yes, (here she again wept.) 

[The advocate-general then cross-examined the prisoner.] 

Wiat was your motive for persisting in visiting the house 
from which your mother forbad you? An inexplicable con- 
fusion of ideas, 

Why did you so dislike the order? It was enough that 1 was 
coutradieted. 

I, 2 (Here 
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(Here Emily Parrain appeared to make an effort to -coticenl, 


a painful secret.) 1894 
Several witnesses were examined. ia confirmation -of the 
facts contained ia the bill of indictment without, apy: impay. 
tant result. It was however observed, that Madame W ocma,: 
the wife of the turnkey of the Abbaye, departed from hep: 
first statements by seeking to amend them. She returnesl vagpe 
answers to several questions put by the president, who ended 
by saying : “ You may retire, 1 do not require from you the ~ 
disclosure of your secret.” 

The advocate-general, in a vigorous speech, however, held, 
out a ray of hope to the accused ; he admitted it to be possi- 
ble that a profound, though sudden remorse, had caused Ewilia | 
to let the poignard fall from her hands, which she bad direeted- ; 
against the breast of her mother. 

The president did not exclude this idea from his recapitula- 
tion, which was brief, but strong in moral views. 

The jury, after having heard. from the counsel for the ac- 
cased, a speech which could not however much influence 
their decision, retired to deliberate. After remaining* ge 
hour in their chamber, the chief juryman answered, Ta’ 
the following terms, the questions which had been put by the’ 
president : 


Ist. Io the affirmative—The accused is guilty of hay 
ing, on the twenty-eighth of September, 1814, attempted’ 
to commif homicide on the person of the widow Parrait,’ 
her legitimate mother ; a crime which was manifested by’ 
exterior signs, and which was followed by an attempt at exe? 
cution. 

2d. In the aflirmative.—The prisoner bad a premeditation 
of committing the act with which she is charged. 

3d, ln the negative.—The prisoner was prevented from com- 
mitiing the crime by no other circumstauces than those de» 
pendent on her own will. 


In consequence of the declaration of the jary, the presi- 
dent recalled the prisoner into the court; the clerk read 
over to her the questious and answers, and the president proé 





nounced the sentence which acquitted her, ind set her at! 
liberty, She heard every thing with the coldest indifference, | 


and in all likelihood, she would not have received the sentence! | 


of ner death otherwise. 

The president then addressed her thus—* Emilia Parra, 
providence has preserved your mother; justice delivers you 
to her. Thewhole of your life will not ve sufficient to ex- 
piate your crime, Unnatural child, go and throw yourself .at 
the feetof your mother, bathe them with tears, and do not 
quit 
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quit chem untiliyou have ebisined. your pardon. “A motlier’s 
heart is an inexhaustible treasure of pity and of love} a 
mother’s heart uly kwows how 4 love und:to pardon * 

The prisoner left the collit as it were mechanicaily ; she 
appeared’ sunk into a state of stupor. The person who’ 
signs this atticle had ap opportunity of seeing bcr a short 
timevafter at the Conviergerie, wicu she was begmuing to 
recover her senses. Mademoiselle, said a person to ter, 
ou-have excited much interest, and you have received g cat 
indulgence. She sighed and answered, “ I bave deserved 


neither.” 
A. MARTAINVILLE., 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 
BOUT Lady-day next will be published, by Mr. J. Caw- 


iboroe, Cockspur-street, London, A Cornish Romance, 
evtitled “ The Fair Lsabel,” in six cantos, by the translator 
of Theocritus, and author of Local Attachment. 

Also, a new edition of the “ Thevcritus and the other 
Greek poets, translated into English verse.” We; beat that 
Walter Scott much approves of ~ The Fair Isabei,” long 
since introduced to his notice, and now about to be brought 
forward to the public, noder the peculiar paouage of that 
celebrated poet. 

=z 
January 12, 1815. 
MR. EDITOR, 


IN a late publication entitled “ Specimens of the Classic 
Poets trom Homer to. Tryphiodorous,” by C. A. Ehon, f 
bave observed few instances of superiority to the established 
translators of the elassies, but numerous ones of comparative 
failure, often of positive imbecility. Among others, 1 eould 
not but notice his versions from Theocritus, as put in come 
petition with Polwhele, oreven with Fawkes—and even ‘his 
Moschas and Bion, which are certainly better done, than 
perhaps any other poet, either of ‘Greece or of Rome. Lwill 
trouble you with one specimen only ; whence you ‘may form 
some judgement of Mr. Elton’s other * doings.” 


‘“¢ Venus sinks lonely on a widow’d hej : 

The loves with listless feet my chamber tread— 
Thy cestus perish’d with thyself, Ab,.why, 

Fair as thou wert, the coverts venturous try 2” 

« So 
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» ++ So Venus mourns: her loss the loves deplore— 
Woe, Venas, woe—Adonis is no more. 
As many drops as from Adonis bied, 
So many tears the sorrowing Venus shed, 
For every drop on earth a flower there grows : 
Anemonies for tears—for biood, the rose.” 
Vol. ILL. p. 362. 


« Their wonted charms no more my Cupid’s owa— 
They droop; and perish’d is my virgin zone! 
* # % * * 


Wide as the Jover’s torrent-blood appears ; 
So copious flow’d the fountain of her tears. 
The rose starts blushing from the sanguine dyes, 
And from her tears anemonies arise.” 
See Polwhele’s Theocritus 2d edit. vol. I. p. 242, 243, 


BRA PD, 


I remain, Mr. Editor, 
Your constant reader, 


PHILALETHES. | 





Account of the Barrier Reefs, on the Coast of New, 
South Wales. 


[From Flinders’s Voyage to Terra Australis.] 


HESE reefs, which extend along the eastern coast of 





Terra Australis, and which occur, in almost every part 
of the Pacific Ocean, have nearly choked up the passage 
through Torres strait, and rendered it exceedingly dangerous 
to navigation. ‘These coral masses are, in some places, sunk 
many fathoms below the, surface, in others just dry at low, 
waier; and in others they rise, inio banks, like that, op 
which Captain Flinders suffered shipwreck. In process of 
time they become islands, luxuriantly clothed with the 
prurient vegetation of a tropical climate. In Torres strait 
nearly the whole of these islands have reached this last stage 
of existence in their progressive creation. It is supposed=s 
indeed it can hardly be doubted—that the bases of most 
of them rest on the bottom of the “ fathomless abyss, 
and that they rise from thence perpendicularly, like a gigantic 
wall, to the surface. Yet these immense fabrics, which 
cover many thousand square leagues, substantial as the me» 
terials are that compese them, owe their creation solely to 
” the 
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the. silent apd unobserved labours of minute insects; to 
worms, so very insignificant, as scarcely yet to have ob- 
tained a place in that ingenious and systematic arrange. 
ment of nature, under which philosophers have endeavoured 
to comprehend all created beings.’ On this most curious 
and interesting subject Captain Flinders makes the following 
observations : 


Inthe afternoon [ went upon the reef with a party of 
gentlemen, and the water being very clear round the edges, 
a. wew creation, as it was to us, but imitative of the old, 
was there presented to our view. We had wheat-sheaves, 
mushrooms, stags’ horas, cabbage leaves, and a variety of 
other forms, glowing under water with vivid tints of every 
shade, betwixt green, purple, brown, and white; equalling 
in beauty, and excelling in grandeur, the most favourite 
parterte of the curious florist. ‘There were difierent species 
of coral and fungus growing, as it were, out of the solid 
rock, and each had its peculiar form and shade of colour- 
ing; but whilst contemplating the richness of the scene 
we could not long forget with what destraction it was preg- 
nant. 

** Different corals in a dead state, concreted into a solid 


‘mass of a dull white colour, composed the stone of the 


reef, The negro heads were lomps that stood higher than 
the rest ; and, being generally dry, were blackened by the 
weather; buteven in these the forms of the different co- 
tals, and some shells, were distinguishable. The edges of 
the reef, but particularly on the outside where the sea broke, 
were the highest parts ; within these were pools and holes 
containing live corals, spanges, sea eggs, and cucumbers ; 
and many enormous cockles (chama gigas) were scattered 
upon different parts of the reef. At low water this cockle 
seems most commonly to be halt open ; but trequentiy eloses 
with much noise, and the water within the shells then spouts 
up ma stream three or four feet bigh ; it was trom this noise 
and the spouting of the water that we discovered them, for in 
other respects they were scarccly to be distinguished from the 
cUral rock.” 


{twas ‘his shell fish for which the Dutchman, in ealling it a 
Cockle lirge enough to furnish thirty of bis crew with a good 
Weil, Was taxed with using ti 
Fiindets mentions one of 474 
that he has since seen a single sheli more than four times shat 


. 


‘ 
iw traveller’s license. Captgin 
pounds in weight; but adds, 
wetulit. The Lpvestizator, being driven from her anchors by 
ti vivlerice of the tide, which gushes through the narrow 
passaged inthe coral reefs “ at a fearful rate,” Captain 
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Flinders’ could ‘not, Willrowe tieldiag’ the wAfety of the sj 
andthe lives of himself and people, make such farther 


servarions on ilvese singtlat!' straetutes, as lie ould othetirty > 
have done. Neétertheiess, Wis general temiaths on tire reefy ‘ 


which (ot sé exifiterdinér¥ # barrier to this part of Ney 
South Wales, ahd dmeng which, te adds, “ we sought fom } 
teen deys; sind sailed more than five hundred miles, hefore 4 ' 


passage could be found through them, out to sea,” will prove ‘ 
interesting td the readet : 

“ It seems to me, that when the dnimelcales which fom b 
the corals at the bottom of the ocean cease to live, the | s 
structures adhere to each other, by virtue either of the 
glutinons temains within, or of some property in sult watery 
and the interstices being gradually filled up with sand ante f 
broken pieces of ‘coral washed by the sea, which also adherh  ,, 


amass of rock is at length formed. Future races of thes 
animalcoles erect their habitations apon the rising bank, add 
die, in their tarn,to increase, but principally to elevate, thif +; 
monument of their wonderful labours. Phé care taken i 
work perpeitdictlarly in the early siages, would mark a sarpris 
ing instinct in these diminutive creatures. Their wall of cofal, § 
for the most parts io situations where the winds are constant, tl 
being arrived at the surface, affords a shelter, to heeward dl 
which their iufant colonies may ‘be sent forth; aid to this 
their instinetive foresight, it seems to be owing, that’ fle th 
windward side of a reef exposed to the open sed is, gene 
rally, if not always, the highest part, and rises almost per 
pendicular, sonvetimes from the cepth of two hundred, and 
perhaps matiy more fathoms. To be constantly covered 
wilt water, seems nevessary to the existence of the animak 
cules, for they do not work, except in holes opon the reé, 
beyond low water maik ; bet the coral and other brokett 
rewinants thrown up by the sea, adhere to the rock, and 
form @ solid mass with if, 2s high as the common tides reach 

hat elevation surpissed, the fature remnants, being rarely 
covered, ldse their adhesive property; and remaining it « 
aioose state, form what is usuaily called a key, upon thee f 
top of the reef. The new bank is not long in being visitedR §, 
by sea birds 5 salt plantstake root upon it, and a soil begim® og 
tu be forined; a cocoa nui, or the drupe of a pandanush] @ 
thrawn'on shore ; land birds visit it, anti deposit the seedt of 
of sbruts and trees; every high tide, and still more ev vey fig 
gale, adds something to the batk ; the form cf an istat : i 
is grac lually uissuméd; and last of all comes man to twit pi 
possession, 3 pli 
“ Haifway Island (in Torres strait) is well advanced | 
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bably Some ages, above the reach of the highest spring 
tides, or the wash of the surf in the heaviest gales. I dis- 
tinguistied, however, in the rock which forms its basis, the 
sand, cotal, and shells, formerly thrown up, in a more or 
Jess perfect form of cohesion ; small pieces of wood, pumice 
sipne, and other extraneous bodies, which chance had mixed 
with the calcareous substances, wheu the cohesion, began, 
were inclosed in the rock, and in some cases were still separa- 
ble from it without much force. The upper part of the 
island is a mixture of the same substances in a loose state, 
With’a little vegetable soil, and is covered with the casuarina, 
ind a variety of other trees and shrubs, which give food to 
paroquets, pigeons, and some other birds ; to whose ancestors, 
itis probable, the island was originally isdebted for this vege- 
tation.” 


There would seem to be no conceivable limit to the opera- 
tions of these worms. The whole of Torres strait is nearly 
choked up with the results of their extraordinary exertions, 
and the Pacific and Great Indian Oceays are every where 
filling with them. The obsiruction, however, occasioned by 
these masses of rocks, gives a velocity to the tides which 
effectually impede their increase in certain parts, leaving open 
channels, which, from the rapidity of the currents setting 
through them, are not likely ever to be filled up. 





Antiquity of Cock-Fighting. 


ht origin of this sport is said to be derived from the 


Athenians, on the fullowing occasion: When Theiis- 
tocies was marching his army against the Persians, he 
by the way espying two cocks fighting, caused his army to 
behold them, and made the following speech to them :— 
“ Behold, these do not fight for their household gods, 
for the monuments of their ancestors, nor for glory, nor 
for liberty, nor for the safety of their children, but only be- 
cauye the one will not give way unto the other.” This co 
encouraged the Grecians, that they fought strenuously, and 
obtained the victory over the Persians, upen which cock- 
Gightin:: was, by @ particular law, ordained to be annually 
piactised by the Atheniaus. Though the ancient Greeks 
piqued themselves upon being the most refined and accom- 
plisned people im the world, calling all cther nations barbarous, 
yet it has been clearly proved, that they were the authors of 
this cruel and inhuman mode of diversion. 
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The inhabitants of Delus were great dovers. of the 
and Tatiagra, a city of Baotia, the Isle of Rhodes, Chal. 
cis in Euboea, and the couatry of Media, were all famons for” 
their generous add otdgnaniinous yace of chickens, It ap. 
pears they had a method of prepzring the birds for battle,” 
Cock-fighting was an insJtution partly religious and partly 
political at Athens, and was continued for the purpose of 
improving the seeds of valour in the minds of their youths, 
Bat it was afterwdtds abused, and perverted both there and 
in other parts of Greece, to common pastime and amuse. 
ment, without any morsl, political, or religious intention, | 
and as it is now disgracefully followed and practised amongst | 
us. It appears that the Romans, who borrowed this, among jf 
many other things, from Greece, used quails, as well as cocks, 
for fighting. The first cause of contention between ithe 
two brothers Bassiaous Caracalla and Geta, sons of the Eu. 
peror Sepnmins Severus, happened in their youth about fight. § 
ing their quails and cocks. The Romans brought this eruel 
sport into Britain, where they found a fine race of cocks ll : 
ready for their barbarous amusement. 





ANECDOTE OF HIS PRESENT MAJESTY. 


At HEN Mr. dela Lande, the French astronomer, was ia 

England, in August, 1788, he was introduced to the 
king ; and, in complimenting him on his zeal for the ad 
vancément of astronomy, having mentioned the large sum 
which he had Jaid out on Herschel’s grand telescupe, his 
majesty made the following instructive reply, “ It is mucha 
better to expend money in that way, than to expend it ia de 
stroying mankind.” 

How happy would the world be were all monarchs governed 
by so humane a principle! We rejoice in the present pleasing 
prospect of the continuance of peace. 











A Question, by N. Andrew, late of Mr. W. Wallis’s 


School at Penzance. : 
. 


HERE is a certain number, consisting of two figures, 3 

and it is equel to 7 times the sum of iis dizits, viz. the] 
sum of the 2 figures, and if you stbtract 18 from thee 
number, the digiis will be inverted, i. e. the first figured 
will stand last, and the last first. I demsnd the number? 
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e and STREPHON AND LOVE, 
nuse- 
ition, © TW AS eve—and silence reign’d profouad, 
4 With sweet serenity around ; 
Dngn Ss The sun, from his ecliptic way, 
nong Had given to otner climes their day 5 
ocks And the unsullied ord of night 
il . Shone with effulgence purely bright; _ 
: hes White worlds, no human eye could pierce, 
Eu. Prociaiin’d a boundless universe ; 
ight. § And every object seem’a to lend 
ered Its aid, as con'emplation’s friend ; 


When youthful Strephhon musing stray’d, 
$ all And sought a solitary shade ; L 

Where thus he pour’d his plaintive tale, 
That echoed in the whispering gale: 


— *© Oh! come, indifference to my arms, 
Array din all a seraph’s charms ; 
; To ease the surrows of my breast, 


And lull my throbbing soul to rest ; 
Nor let again my bosom warm 


as in At pesjur’d Celia’s once-lev’d form; 
. the Let me no more with transport feel 
, That something o’er my senses steal; 
+ ade Let me forget what could impart 
sum A lite—a vigour to my heart ; 
his Let me turget the sweet controul 
, That once could lead mry captive soul; 
1UCiyEE = And all thy chuicest blessings give, 
: de- And, thus, Oh jet me cease to live! 
Yet say, great queen! ador’d above, oye 
Celestial nymph! Aionghty love! 
rned Say, if on earth thou deign’st to dwell, 
siug In what lone cave! what gloomy cell! 


Thou’ st tix’d thy seat, with hermit plan 
Disgusted with the waysof man.” 





_ Thus spoke the youth, in pensive mood, 
When lo! a form before him stood— 
18's A scraph form, divinely bright, 


Tha? might 4 stuick’s soul delight ; 
Around her flew the heavenly dove, 
He 4,12’d, and knew the geddess love; 
And while, with wonder, he survey’d, 


res, : The sacred treasure of the shade, r 
, the § She tis address’d ihe per.sive youth, 

the a With all the zeai of heav’nly truth; 
ure *¢ Fain would’st thou know, fond youth, if love 


Raumains op earth, or dwells above— 
But fruitless would be all thy toil 
Bd ; 

: Tu seek me ina mortal Soil ; 


For 


Sherborne. 
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_ Porto my iy nativeskies-1 
And there exist, and there alone. 
*Tis true on earth my name’s abus’d, 
And for each sordid purpose us’d;__ 
Yet find'the soul that glows like miae, 
Fo love’s a spark—a ray divine. © 
Then Oh} the fruitless thought give o'er, 
True love on earth you’}l find no more ; 
For know that IJ, alas! have long 
Liv’d only inthe poet's song:” 
She spoke: and as he wandcring heard, 
‘The sacred seraph disappear’d; 
Yet fancy, as she left the grove, 
Echo’d the melody of love. 











—~ —-——_— 


Reply to a Lady who lamented that the Heart did not grow old with th 


Face. 


A® why, when youth with yearsis fown, 
Must sympathies their claims disown, 
And pulses cease to beat ? 
Must we refuse the genial ray, 
That kindly gives our winter’s day, 
Or gleam of summer’s heat? 


We ask not love’s repulsive fires; 
He from the breast of age retires 
By nature’s wise command ; 
Love shuns the bower that marks decay, 
His myrtle wreath time prunes away, 
Or plucks with iroghand, 


But we may cull from other groves— 
Bid friendship’s garland vie with love's, 
Since her’s is not the hour; 
Her season, if not vernal May, 
Is yet no fickle April day, 
The sport of sun and shower, 


Bless then kind nature’s fustering care 
To keep sensatwn in repair, 

Unpalsied yet by time; 
And he the heart belov’d the most, 
That io the frost of age can boast 

Fhe blossoms of its prigne. 
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ON CRUBLTY TO BEASTS. 
** The righteous man regardeth the life of bis beast:" 


Man of kindness ta his beast is kind; 

But brutal actions shew a brutai ming. 
Remember, He whu made thee, maze the brute 
Who gave thee speech and reason, form’d hie mute ; 
He cau’t cofrplain ; but.God’s ali-sceing ege. 
Beholds thy cruelty, and hears his cry ; 
He was design’d thy servant, and thy drudge~+ 
But know that his Creator is thy JUDGE! 
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